-2                MILK:   PRODUCTION   AND   CONTROL
the breed is generally found. A bonus of 46.. per gallon is paid, in
many districts, for their milk. The dairy qualities of the breed have
been considerably improved in recent years and, when several years old,
they may be considered as good dual-purpose animals. The coat is
yellowish-red in colour with a flesh-coloured nose, the moderately long
horns being tipped with black. They thrive best on good grassland.
(12) The Hereford
Although this breed has always been rated as an excellent meat producer,
careful selection of good milking strains have resulted in the production
of fairly successful milking stock. Cross-breeding, it should be noted, has
yielded even better results in this direction. It is not, however, a heavy
yielder of milk nor is such milk to be rated very highly as regards quality.
The Purchase of Dairy Cows
Although it is preferable that the milk producer should rear his own
stock from what he knows to be healthy and productive animals, it is often
necessary to purchase animals from various sources, reputable and otherwise.
In selecting cattle for dairy purposes and with milk-selling as the object,
cows which yield a large volume of milk should be chosen, provided, of course,
that quality is present as well as quantity. The basis of all selection should
be the breeding, health, and milk-producing powers of the animal, and
although, when buying pedigree stock, full details as to milk records are
generally to be obtained, this is not always possible with cows bought in the
open market or even from other sources. The good dairy animal shows
marked angularity, often being described as wedge-shaped, and it has a
thin loose-jointed appearance. This thin appearance is not, however, due
to lack of feeding. In purchasing dairy cows of any pure or crossed breed,
careful attention should be paid to the following points :
(1)  The animal should possess an angular frame, carrying little surplus flesh,
but with a capacity for assimilating large quantities of food and converting same
into milk.    Fleshy animals do not indicate good milkers.
(2)  A soft, loose, pliable skin of medium thickness with fine hair is essentially
a sign of good health.    The yellow tint of the skin, which may be observed on
the inside of the ears, is said to be an indication of a satisfactory milk yield.
Fine, clean, bone is also essential.
(3)  The animal should have a fine head of feminine appearance with a long face,
clean throat, and large bright, mild eyes.    The mouth should be broad, with
wide nostrils.    A moist muzzle and cool horns are also desirable.    The neck
should be long and moderately thin with a clean throat and light dewlap, being
free from fleshiness.
(4)  The animal should have a large heart girth and chest development.    Its
body should possess a neat, refined appearance and, when in milk, should be
spare in flesh.   Long, wide-spaced, well-sprung ribs denote vitality, while width
and depth of body are necessary for the free working of the heart and lungs, to
ensure free circulation of the blood.    Breathing should be quiet and regular/
(5)  The body should be of good girth,  denoting a capacity for food and
providing adequate space for digestion and reproduction.   It should be wide and
deep, especially in front of the udder.
(6)  The body should possess good length from hip bones to tail.    The loins
should be broad and strong and the hindquarters should possess that charac-
teristic leanness common to good dairy cows.    The rump should be long and
wide with a roomy pelvis and the pin bones set high and wide apart.
(7)  The legs should be straight and set well apart, ending in firm, shapely
hoofs.                                                                                                      "
(8)  The tail should "be long and fine and well set in.